Skeletal Survey
Elements of the Skeletal Survey

Skull---------------Frontal and lateral views (including cervical spine in lateral)

Spine--------------Frontal and lateral thoracolumbar spine (including sternum in lateral)

Chest--------------Frontal (for rib and spinal detail)

Extremities 



Upper-----Frontal to include shoulders and hands*

Lower-----Frontal to include lower lumbar spine, pelvis, and feet**
*Separate view of the hands and feet in larger infants and children

**At least 2 views of each fracture should be obtained.

It is recommended that all children evaluated with consideration for physical abuse (including kids with bruises) who are 2 or under (less than 3) get skeletal surveys. This is also the recommendation of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Society of Pediatric Radiology…
Source: Visual Diagnosis of Child Abuse, 2nd Edition.  American Academy of Pediatrics


